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laws without giving any thought to action that should follow?"
asked Kamaraj.
To save their positions several Congress bandicoots in Tamil
Nadu donned socialist robes and wandered around extalling the
ruling party. In this situation the Communist Party of India
extended its full support to Indira Gandhi. The DMK sought to
have a place in the all-India jyoti and opposed Kamaraj. Thus the
Congress Party split into two because of Indira Gandhi's and
Kamaraj's stubbornness. However, the picture in Tamil Nadu was
the very opposite of what it was in other states.
The ruling Congress in Tamil Nadu was in a position similar to
that of the Organization Congress in other states. The "Kamaraj
Congress" in Tamil Nadu appeared to be in a position comparable
to that of the ruling Congress in other states. In other states
communal and separatist forces stood arrayed against the ruling
Congress; in Tamil Nadu such forces sought the favour of the ruling
Congress and the DMK and linked themselves with the two ruling
groups.
In the belief that the situation in the rest of the country was
similar to what obtained in Tamil Nadu, Kamaraj called for mid-term
parliamentary elections. He truly feared that democracy was in
danger because upstarts had captured power. He even believed that
the people would decide, through the ballot box, which was the true
Congress Party. He said so too.
At that time I too had a little faith in our democracy and electoral
processes. I too believed that the election would turn out as desired
by Kamaraj. In those days I had thrown myself into the politics of
supporting Kamaraj virtually like a full time worker. There was
hardly a city or a town or a village that I did not visit to carry on
propaganda for the Kamaraj Congress,
Without any doubt, all over India the Organization Congress
had become the camp of the rightists. I did not pay any heed to it
at all. The Swatantra Party and Rajaji supported the Organization
Congress. In a situation where the rightist-leftist political differences
had become blurred and opportunism had taken hold of all parties,
I was of the view that research on "isms" would be an absurd
exercise. "Social integrity is a quality that is yet to develop among
parties and individuals connected with them. If Kamaraj's integrity,
based on certain dharmic objectives and Gandhian values that
were deemed unfashionable for the day, were to be defeated in the